DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
3000 MARINE CORPS PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20350-3000

February 15, 2005

The Honorable Ike Skelton
House of Representatives
- Washington, DC 20513

Skelton:

Thank ‘you for your recent letter regarding the Marine Corps’ unfunded requirements for
Fiscal Year 2006. We are grateful for the leadership and continuing commitment you show to
the men and women of our Corps and indeed, for all the Nation’s service members.

The increased funding provided by the President and the Congress in recent years has
greatly assisted us in meeting the challenges of the Global War on Terror. However, ongoing
demands for the Marine Corps’ unique capabilities across the spectrum of operations strains
our current resources. Your support for FY05 Supplemental funding will make great strides
in alleviating wear and tear on materiel, and replacing combat losses. We not only fight
today’s wars, but also aggressively prepare to confront emerging threats of the 21% century.
These threats require a force that is equipped and trained to be agile, flexible, and fast.
Concurrently, we must also build on the many recent improvements to those quality of life
programs that have proven so vital to the support of our Marines and their families.

Toward that end, and in response to your letter of 2 February, I have enclosed a list of the
Marine Corps’ unfunded programs for the upcoming Fiscal Year. It reflects a coherent, long-
term strategy for ensuring the Navy/Marine Corps team has the necessary resources and
sustains the ship-building industrial base to accomplish our varied missions in an era of new
national security challenges. It also includes many of our Force Structure Review Group
initiatives and combat equipment to better meet the operational needs of the Global War on
Terror.

As always, I appreciate the opportunity to share this information with you. IfIcan be of
further assistance on this or any other matter, please do not hesitate to call.

M. W, agee
General, U.S. Marine Corps
Commandant of the Marine Corps

Enclosure

Copy to:
The Honorable Duncan Hunter
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services
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